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Jan 
 

Roots of Qawwali 
ft. Chand Ali Khan 
 
Sat 24 Jan, 7pm 
£28.50 - £64.50 
 
With their astonishing reinterpretations of the classical tradition 
of Qawwali, internationally acclaimed Chand Ali Khan and 
Ensemble return to the stage as part of a brand-new 
conceptualised UK Tour. 
 

The Witch of Konotop 
 
Wed 28 Jan, 8pm 
£45 - £145 
 
Directed by Ivan Uryvskyi, the play adapts Hryhorii Kvitka-
Osnovianenko’s satirical comedy, blending folklore with 
contemporary themes of power, honesty, and women’s struggle 
for equality. 
 
Performed in Ukrainian with English subtitles. 
 

Oxventure 
 
Fri 30 Jan, 7.30pm 
£25 - £75 
 
No experience is necessary for this hilarious and exhilarating 
live D&D experience. Join the party as our band of brave-ish 
heroes battle their way to victory in 2026! 
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Feb 
 

Why Didn’t I Get Married 
 
Sun 1 Feb, 7pm 
£38 
 
Following five consecutive sold-out shows in the UK, Alan 
Charles brings his latest and most explosive show yet to 
Hackney. 
 

1Xtra’s Comedy Gala with Eddie Kadi  
and Friends 
 
Thu 5 Feb, 7pm 
£15 - £21 
 
Join BBC Radio 1Xtra, Eddie Kadi and some of his friends for 
a night full of laughter, celebrating household names and new 
voices on the black comedy circuit! 
 
Age restriction: 18+ 
 

Boroughs United 
 
Sat 7 Feb, 5pm 
£7 
 
Young London’s loudest, liveliest talent takeover is back this 
February — and it’s about to shut the city down. Over 1,000 
young people, families and friends from every corner of the 
capital will unite for a celebration of talent, culture and 
community. 
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Alter Ego 2026 
 
Fri 13 Feb, 7.30pm 
£4 in advance, £6 on the door 
 
East London’s biggest talent showcase is back. Join us to see 
who takes the crown as the winner of Alter Ego 2026. 
 
Hosted by Steph (stephnotsteve) and featuring performances 
from last year’s winner Jaye, Skarz and more – the evening is 
due to be one filled with the best of talent coming out of 
London. 
 
 

Mar 
 

City of London Sinfonia 
New Frontiers 
The Exoplanets 
 
Fri 13 Mar, 7pm 
£15 - £47 
 
Created by City of London Sinfonia and the award-winning 
theatre company curious directive, this is a new production 
about the worlds we build with each other, and within ourselves. 
 
Age guidance: 11+ 
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Anna Fiorentini Theatre and Film School’s  
25th Anniversary Variety Show 
 

Sat 14 Mar, 7pm 
£18 - £25 
 

Come and celebrate the 25th Anniversary of the Anna 
Fiorentini Theatre and Film School. This milestone event 
brings together over 180 young performers aged 7–18, 
showcasing dazzling numbers inspired by musicals that have 
leapt from stage to silver screen – and vice versa. 
 

Touch of Class: 
Mother’s Day Special 
 

Sun 15 Mar, 7.30pm 
£25 - £40 
 

Touch of Class returns with their yearly special of the UK’s No 
1 Comedy and Music showcase, a night to celebrate the 
Mothers of the planet, our Sisters, Grandmothers, Aunts, 
Daughters and Mothers. 
 

Age guidance: 14+ 
 

Belter for the Shelter 2026 
 

Thu 19 Mar, 7.30pm 
£15 - £25 
 

Belter for the Shelter is back! Get ready for a stellar line-up 
hosted by Laura Smyth with the likes of Jeff Innocent, Tom 
Ward, Rosie Holt, Kevin Eldon, Andrew Mensah, Bobby 
Mair, Athena Kugblenu and Sharon Wanjohi taking to the 
stage. 
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Bridget Christie:  
Jacket Potato Pizza 
 
Fri 20 Mar, 7.30pm 
£29 
 
A kidney stone. A stray cat. An eye-themed fetish. Bridget 
Christie hits the road again with a brand-new show. Creator 
and star of Channel 4’s The Change. Taskmaster Season 13 
legend and Annie in BBC’s Ghosts. 
 
Age guidance: 14+ 
 

Hollie McNish:  
Brand-New Book Tour 
 
Sat 21 Mar, 7.30pm 
£16 
 
A bestselling author, chatter and poet, expect strong language 
and adult content, gift-wrapped in her much-loved poetry as she 
reads from this brand-new collection about love, loss, wolves 
and warm morning croissants. With Salena Godden and 
Michael Pedersen. 
 
Age guidance: 14+ 
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Apr 
 

James Acaster 
 

Thu 2 Apr, 7.30pm 
£36 
 

A brand-new show, full of everything you love about James 
Acaster and more! 
 

Age guidance: 14+ 
 

Aries Spears:  
Euro Trip 
 

Sat 4 Apr, 4pm and 8pm 
£27.50 - £50 
 

Ever since Chicago native Aries Spears was 14 years old he 
has been a force to be reckoned with in the comedy scene 
throughout America, and now he’s bringing his brand-new show 
to Hackney. 
 

Age guidance: 16+ 
 

The Socially Distant Sports Bar: Live 
 

Tue 7 and Wed 8 Apr, 7.45pm 
£32.50 
 

Join Elis James, Mike Bubbins and Steff Garrero as they bring 
their hit podcast to the stage for a night of occasionally-talking-
about-sport. 
 

Age guidance: 14+ 
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Vidura Bandara Rajapaksa:  
The Paradise Gothic Tour 
 

Wed 15 Apr, 8pm 
£27.50 - £35 
 

Vidura Bandara Rajapaksa returns with a sharp, darkly funny 
new hour exploring immigration, anarchism, “radical” buddhism, 
and the absurdities of attempting to build a life within late-stage 
capitalism. 
 

English Touring Opera 
 

Leoncavallo: 
Pagliacci 
 

Fri 10 Apr, 7.30pm 
£10 - £45 
 

Art imitates life in English Touring Opera’s new production of 
Pagliacci. Ripped from the headlines about a real-life crime 
case from composer Ruggero Leoncavallo’s own childhood, 
Pagliacci packs passion, melodrama and revenge into an 
intense 90 minutes of drama. 
 

Gilbert and Sullivan: 
The Gondoliers 
 

Sat 11 Apr, 7.30pm 
£10 - £45 
 

The Gondoliers, Gilbert and Sullivan’s last great success, is 
a fizzing comedy of mistaken identity that marries joy and chaos 
with a sharp satire of monarchy and class. This new production 
is helmed by Liam Steel, who directed ETO’s Olivier Award-
winning production of Paul Bunyan. 
 

Save 20% if You Book for Both Shows! 



10 
 

Creative Futures 
 

• HE Creative Futures 
 
Free events and projects for young people aged 14-25. 
 

Young Producers 
 
Every Tuesday, 6pm - 8pm 
See website for details 
 
A free training opportunity to create and organise your own 
events such as National Theatre River Stage, Pure Vibez and 
Alter Ego. These free workshops will help you develop the 
creative and practical skills needed to put on the events you 
want to see. 
 

Comedy Corner 
 
February half term, 12pm - 6pm 
See website for details 
 
If you're the one who always keeps everyone laughing and 
you’ve wondered what it takes to try stand-up, Comedy Corner 
is for you. Over three days, this programme will introduce you to 
the essentials of shaping your humour for the stage. 
 
Check out our website or follow @hefutures to find out 
about all the latest projects you can take part in! 
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Coming Soon 
 

Noughts and Crosses 
 
Tue 12 – Thu 14 May, 1pm and 7.30pm 
£18 - £46 
Schools tickets £15 
 
Pilot Theatre in association with Northern Stage 
 
“Why love, if losing hurts so much?” 
 
Sephy and Callum sit together on a beach. They are in love. 
 
It is forbidden. 
 
Sephy is a Cross and Callum is a Nought. 
 
Between Noughts and Crosses there are racial and social 
divides. A segregated society teeters on a volatile knife edge. 
 
As violence breaks out, Sephy and Callum draw closer, but this 
is a romance that will lead them into terrible danger. 
 
This gripping Romeo and Juliet story by acclaimed writer 
Malorie Blackman and adapted by Sabrina Mahfouz is a 
captivating drama of love, revolution and what it means to grow 
up in a divided world. 
 
Age guidance: 12+ 
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Ballet Black at 25 
 
Thu 21 – Sat 23 May, 7.30pm 
£15 - £42 
 
Cassa Pancho’s Ballet Black celebrates its 25th Anniversary 
with a much-anticipated return to Hackney Empire. 
 
For twenty-five years, Cassa Pancho’s Ballet Black has brought 
bold new ballet to stages across the UK, creating and sharing 
original stories with dancers from around the world. This 
anniversary season celebrates a quarter of a century of 
innovation, mentoring and collaboration, while looking ahead to 
the future 
 
The double bill features Ingoma (2019), Mthuthuzeli 
November’s Olivier and Black British Theatre Award-winning 
debut and is joined by a new creation from Alvin Ailey royalty 
Hope Boykin, a two-time Bessie Award winner, making her UK 
choreographic debut. 
 
Age guidance: 7+ 
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Information 
 

Box Office 
 
Book tickets at: hackneyempire.co.uk 
 
Our phone lines are open: Mon-Fri 10am-6pm (except Bank 
Holidays) 
020 8985 2424 
 
Our Box Office window is open for in person bookings: Mon-Fri 
10am-6pm (except Bank Holidays) 
 
Booking fees: £1.20 per ticket online, £1.40 per ticket over the 
phone. No booking fees if booked in person. 
 
291 Mare Street, London E8 1EJ 
 
Follow us:  

• Facebook 

• Bluesky 

• Instagram 

• TikTok 

• YouTube 
@HackneyEmpire 
 
For all of our shows, we don’t allow unaccompanied children 
under the age of 14 into Hackney Empire and all under 14’s 
must be accompanied by an adult (18+). Our Gallery has 
unreserved bench seating and is not recommended for under 
14s. 
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Getting to Hackney Empire 
 

Underground and Rail 
Hackney Central (just over 200m), Hackney Downs and London 
Fields (700m) all have frequent and direct links to the tube 
network. 
 

Buses 
30, 38, 55, 106, 253, 254, 276, 394, D6, W15. 
 

There’s a Bar on Every Level 
 

We have a bar on every floor of the theatre, serving a range of 
drinks and snacks, Come and visit us! 
 

• Wheelchair access 

• Sign Language interpreting available 

• Access for people with Visual Impairment 

• Guide Dogs are welcome 

• Access for people with Hearing Impairment  
 

Hackney Empire is a registered charity in England and Wales 
No. 1062085. All details were correct when we sent this to print. 
For the latest information including any changes or updates, 
please check our website. 

 

Become a Friend 
 

As a registered charity Hackney Empire depends on the 
support of the people who love it. 
 

From £5 per month you’ll receive a range of benefits that will 
take you right to the heart of our legendary venue. Join us 
today! 
 

hackneyempire.co.uk/friends  



15 
 

What’s On 
 

• Sat 24 Jan, 7pm: Roots of Qawwali ft. Chand Ali Khan 
(Live Music / Opera) 

 

• Wed 28 Jan, 8pm: The Witch of Konotop 
(Theatre / Dance) 

 

• Fri 30 Jan, 7.30pm: Oxventure 
(Podcasts / Talks / Spoken Word) 

 

• Sun 1 Feb, 7pm: Why Didn’t I Get Married 
(Theatre / Dance) 

 

• Thu 5 Feb, 7pm:  
1Xtra’s Comedy Gala with Eddie Kadi and Friends 
(Comedy) 

 

• Sat 7 Feb, 5pm: Boroughs United 
(Community) 

 

• Fri 13 Feb, 7.30pm: Alter Ego 2026 
(Live Music / Opera) 

 

• Fri 13 Mar, 7pm:  
City of London Sinfonia New Frontiers: The Exoplanets 
(Live Music / Opera) 

 

• Sat 14 Mar, 7pm: Anna Fiorentini Theatre and Film 
School’s 25th Anniversary Variety Show 
(Community) 

 

• Sun 15 Mar, 7.30pm:  
Touch of Class: Mother’s Day Special 
(Comedy) 
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• Thu 19 Mar, 7.30pm: Belter for the Shelter 2026 
(Comedy) 

 

• Fri 20 Mar, 7.30pm: Bridget Christie: Jacket Potato Pizza 
(Comedy) 

 

• Sat 21 Mar, 7.30pm: Hollie McNish: Brand-New Book Tour 
(Podcasts / Talks / Spoken Word) 

 

• Thu 2 Apr, 7.30pm: James Acaster 
(Comedy) 

 

• Sat 4 Apr, 4pm and 8pm: Aries Spears: Euro Trip 
(Comedy) 

 

• Tue 7 and Wed 8 Apr, 7.45pm:  
The Socially Distant Sports Bar: Live 
(Podcasts / Talks / Spoken Word) 

 

• Fri 10 Apr, 7.30pm: English Touring Opera  
Leoncavallo: Pagliacci 
(Live Music / Opera) 

 

• Sat 11 Apr, 7.30pm: English Touring Opera  
Gilbert and Sullivan: The Gondoliers 
(Live Music / Opera) 

 

• Wed 15 Apr, 8pm:  
Vidura Bandara Rajapaksa: The Paradise Gothic Tour 
(Comedy) 

 

• Tue 12 – Thu 14 May, 1pm and 7.30pm:  
Noughts and Crosses 
(Theatre / Dance) 

 

• Thu 21 – Sat 23 May, 7.30pm: Ballet Black at 25 
(Theatre / Dance) 
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• Facebook 

• Bluesky 

• Instagram 

• TikTok 

• YouTube 
@HackneyEmpire 
 
020 8985 2424 
 

 
 

• Arts Council England: Lottery Funded 

• Supported using public funding by Arts Council England 
 
[The standard print version is] Widely Recycled 
 


